
State and Conservation voluntary evening session on common 
understanding and future regional coordination of the assessment of 
relevant marine species and habitats under EU directives. 
 

The session will take place on the 22 October starting at 18:30 and is estimated to last maximum 2 
hours. The venue is the same as for State and Conservation 9-2018 (Ledernes Mødecenter. Prags 
Boulevard 45, Copenhagen, Denmark). 

Aim of session: 
To share information on ongoing national assessments of the Birds and Habitats Directives (BHD) for 
marine species and habitats, and explore the possibilities for further regional collaboration and/or 
coordination between assessments of relevant marine species and habitats under the EU directives 
for future assessments. 
 
Background: 

At HELCOM State and Conservation 8-2018 Sweden made a proposal for HELCOM CPs to share 
information on and discuss the ongoing national assessments within the Birds and Habitats Directives 
(Article 12 and 17 respectively). The rationale behind the proposal is the new Commission Decision 
for MSFD (EU COM 848/2017), which entails an increased need to exchange information regionally 
about the assessment within the Birds and Habitat Directives. EU com has since presented a paper 
exploring synergies in assessments and reporting in MSFD and BHD to the Marine Expert group (Dec 
2017) and a joint meeting between marine experts under the MSFD and HBD processes took place in 
March 2018. The aim of the meeting was to present assessment and reporting requirement under 
MSFD and HBD, identify synergies and exchange on MS approaches. Although many MS agreed that 
there are potential synergies between BHD and MSFD assessments and reporting, it was clear that 
there are still many issues to be resolved. 
 
State and Conservation 8-2018acknowledged the link between the Article 12 and 17 assessments and 
the assessments under the MSFD. On this basis the Meeting invited the Secretariat to explore the 
possibility to arrange a workshop or dedicated session in STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018, to support 
the common understanding and future regional coordination of the assessment of relevant marine 
species and habitats under the EU directives.  
Sweden also informed about a planned boreal workshop, with the aim of sharing information on 
reference values, evaluation of habitat quality and explore potential for collaboration with special 
notice on marine habitat and species. Although primary a meeting intended for exchange between 
countries within the boreal biogeographic region, Sweden also welcomed other HELCOM CPs to take 
part in the meeting. 

The boreal meeting took place on June 7 2018, via webex, with participants from EE, FI, LT, LV and SE. 
information was shared on the respective national Article 17 assessments, in relation to e.g. 
organization, participating agencies and experts etc. The meeting then discussed the following issues.  

• How to use and interpret reference values for habitats and species  

• Structure and functions including typical species, evaluation of habitat quality 

• Habitat of the species, how to evaluate and report  



• Aquatic habitats: How are results from WFD and MSFD assessments of 
ecological/environmental status (GES) applied in assessing conservation status?  

• Further collaboration, with special notice on marine habitats and species.  

From the discussions on reference values it was noted that most countries use operators, whereas 
Sweden is one of few member states that have tried to set reference values. One conclusion was 
that cooperation on reference values would be most relevant for shared populations and habitats, 
for example marine mammals and habitats. 

From the discussions on structure and function is was noted that all countries agreed that it is 
difficult to assess structure, function and typical species. All countries further agreed that it would be 
an advantage to re-use indicators/parameters from other directives as much as possible. However, 
the Marine directive uses different indicators compared to the Habitats directive.  

From the discussions on aquatic habitats, it was noted that there is a need to further explore how 
assessments within WFD and MSFD can be utilized within the Nature Directive Assessments and vice 
versa, but that we also must distinguish between the different aims of the respective directives. The 
meeting acknowledged the need for further discussion on assessments of aquatic species and 
habitats, and welcomed the proposal from Sweden on organizing a dedicated session on Article 17 
assessment at HELCOM State and Conservation 9-2018. 
 

Proposed points for session at State and Conservation9-2018: 

Based on the discussions and conclusions from the boreal workshop, Sweden proposes the following 
points for the session at HELCOM 9-2018. 

• Short presentation from each CP on methods and preliminary results for the ongoing 
assessments of the BHD for marine species and habitats, max 5 min.  

• Discuss possibilities for regional collaboration/coordination of the assessments of relevant 
marine species and habitats within the BHD  

• Discuss HELCOM’s potential role as a platform in future coordination of MSFD and BHD.  
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